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The court’s decision buys more time to enact permanent protections for “dreamers.” FREDERIC J. BROWN/GETTY IMAGES 


High-court DACA move 
gives Congress more time 


Denial of quick ruling is 
a reprieve, but ‘dreamers’ 
still stuck in legal limbo 


Dan Nowicki and Daniel Gonzalez 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The U.S. Supreme Court announced 
Monday that it won’t immediately take 
up President Donald Trump’s appeal of 
a lower-court opinion that keeps the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
programs in place for now. 

The Supreme Court did not render an 
actual ruling in the case. Rather, it de- 
nied a Trump administration request for 
a quicker high-court decision. The court 
denied the request “without prejudice” 
so the case can return to the Supreme 
Court as it makes its way through the 
normal appeals process. 

The Trump administration is appeal- 
ing an injunction halting its efforts to 
shut down the DACA program, which 
provides work permits and protection 


Lifeline for DACA: Monday’s decision 
by the Supreme Court not to expedite a 
final ruling likely means “dreamers” are 
safe at least through the fall. 1B 


More online: For the latest updates, 
and to read past stories about the im- 
migration debate, visit immigration 
-azcentral.com. 


from deportation to young undocu- 
mented immigrants brought to the U.S. 
as children. Then-President Barack 
Obama created it via executive action in 
2012. Trump insists Obama created it 
unconstitutionally, and set March 5 as 
the deadline to end it and for Congress 
to come up with a legislative solution to 
allow DACA recipients and dreamers to 
stay in the U.S. permanently. 

There will be even more anxiety and 
uncertainty for dreamers as the case 
continues through the judicial process. 
After the first court decision halting the 
wind-down of DACA, U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services did not begin 


accepting DACA renewals until Jan. 13. 
Because renewal applications can take 
three to five months to be processed, a 
thousand DACA recipients a day will 
likely begin losing their permits on 
Monday since they haven't had time to 
send in renewal applications or be- 
cause their renewal applications are 
still being processed. 

The Supreme Court’s decision Mon- 
day buys lawmakers more time to en- 
act permanent legislative protections 
for dreamers. But Congress has not 
been able to find consensus on the is- 
sue and the March 5 deadline had 
helped focus them on working toward 
a fix. Three DACA proposals, including 
two with bipartisan support, failed in 
the Senate this month. The House of 
Representatives has not yet acted on 
any legislation. 

“The court’s action is welcome 
news, but only Congress can provide 
the permanent protection our Dream- 
ers need and deserve,” House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-California, 
said Monday in statement. 


Rodriguez accuses ex-employee 


Anne Ryman and Craig Harris 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Former University of Arizona head 
football coach Rich Rodriguez claims an 
ex-employee and her attorney tried to 
extort several million dollars from him, 
and threatened to go public with claims 
of sexual harassment and an extramar- 
ital affair if he didn’t pay. 


Rodriguez, fired in January as a lurid 
sex-harassment claim against him be- 
came public, accuses his ex-assistant, 
Melissa Wilhelmsen, of fabricating a 
tale of sexual harassment solely to ex- 
tort $7.5 million — the same amount she 
now is seeking in a legal claim with the 
state. 

Attorneys for Rodriguez on Monday 
submitted a legal response to a notice of 
claim that was filed against the coach 


of extortion 


this year with the Arizona Attorney 
General’s Office. Notices of claim are 
often precursors to lawsuits. 

The Arizona Republic obtained a 
copy of the response letter. It says Wil- 
helmsen’s attorney, Augustine Jime- 
nez, called the coach’s attorney on Nov. 
2 and on Nov. 4, making three allega- 
tions of harassment that were not true. 


See RODRIGUEZ, Page 7A 


Schools 
chief hired 


friend’s son 
at Higley 


Hiring of woman's sibling 
questioned in Scottsdale 


Yihyun Jeong 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Among the controversies surround- 
ing Scottsdale schools superintendent 
Denise Birdwell — who was placed on 
leave from her job last week — was the 
criticism that she hired a man named 
Louis Hartwell, the brother of a close 
friend. 

Several years earlier, while Birdwell 
was running the Higley Unified School 
District, she hired another relative of 
that same friend: the woman’s son, 
David Ligon, who was Higley’s tech- 
nology director for four years. 

In 2009 and 2010, Ligon signed off 
on 31 separate purchases totaling more 
than $200,000 from a contractor pro- 
viding IT and other services. 

That contractor? Hartwell — Li- 
gon’s uncle, and the brother of Bird- 
well’s close friend and housemate. 

These transactions involving Bird- 
well’s school district and Hartwell are 
shown in documents obtained by The 
Arizona Republic under Arizona Public 
Record Law. Those payments occurred 
years before a controversy involving 
Birdwell and Hartwell would roil the 
Scottsdale Unified School District, 


See BIRDWELL, Page 7A 


Ex-Ducey aide 
launches site 
dedicated to 
faulting Dems 


Yvonne Wingett Sanchez 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The Farley Report started out as a 
virtual newsletter sent out every week 
by a Democratic lawmaker to give his 
supporters “an inside view” into Arizo- 
na politics. 

State Sen. Steve Farley has issued 
the report from his campaign websites 
for years, offering on-the-ground dis- 
patches from a political body few of his 
Tucson constituents will ever see 
themselves. 

The blog-style website, now hosted 
on his campaign website for the Dem- 
ocratic nomination for governor, de- 
scribes the frenetic pace at the Legis- 
lature while bemoaning what Farley 
thinks are bad ideas by Gov. Doug Du- 
cey and other Republicans. 

But the next time people search for 
the newsletter online, they may be di- 


See WEBSITE, Page 7A 
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Arizona’s Taijuan Walker throws during workouts 

at Salt River Fields as he prepares for the upcoming 
season, hoping to improve on his reliability in the 
starting rotation. MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 


@ usa Topay 


Trump rips officers, says 
he would’ve done better 


President Trump, speaking to governors about the 
Florida school shooting, again attacked law officers 
Monday and said, “I really believe Td run in there 
even if I didn’t have a weapon.” usatoday.com 


HEATING OR A/C 
MAINTENANCE CHECK-UP 


Scottsdale hotel proposed 


The landmark Don & Charlie’s restaurant in down- 
town Scottsdale could be demolished and replaced 
by a hotel under a plan on its way to the city. 6A 


Up to the minute Weather 


Get the latest news at 
azcentral.com 


High 68° K Low 43° 
Clouds and sun. 2A 
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Heating & Air Canditioning 


GEORGE BRAZIL 


24-HR SERVICE SINCE 1955 
Air Conditioning - Heating 
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REGULARLY $79.95. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Excludes 
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